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COMMODORE’S NOTES 
Robin Venables 01822 840 901 
robin@sigmanova.com 
 
It looks like the 2006 season is off to a 
good start as our first event on New Year’s 
Day was very well attended. The rest of 
the year promises to be full and 
interesting, as you will see from the 
enclosed Programme. Before the sailing 
starts we will have several events not to 
be missed. 
 
• Friday Feb 17th at 7:30 PM is Club 

Night when club member Drummond 
Challis, producer of the 1979 movie of 
the same name, will give a talk on 
“The Riddle of the Sands”. 

 
• Friday March 10th is club night with the 

programme open for the moment. Be 
sure to check the club website 
www.weirquaysailingclub.org.uk for 
details. 

 
• Saturday March 18th there will be a 

Barn Dance at Bere Alston Village Hall 
featuring a ceilidh band and caller as 
well as our local shanty group, The 
Tavy Tars. The dance will be held 
jointly with the Tamar and Tavy Gig 
Club and promises to be a lively 
event. 

 
Other highlights include several cruising 
events for dinghies and cruisers, 
competitive racing in the spring, summer 
and autumn series, the Eddystone pursuit 
race and our annual Regatta on 8th July. In 
addition there is a visit to Devonport 
Dockyard and the ever-popular end of 
season dinner/prizegiving. Please support 
your committee and organisers to make all 
the events successful. 
  
I regret to say that we still have not found 
a Dinghy Officer this year. If you are willing 
and able to take on the role of Dinghy 

Officer I would be delighted to hear from 
you. Fortunately, however, John 
Tomlinson has undertaken to organise the 
dinghy programme, which once again has 
been co-ordinated with the Cargreen 
Sailing Club. 
 
As we discussed at the last AGM, the 
lease for our clubhouse is up for renewal 
in 2007. As the club is at capacity as far as 
dinghy space and moorings are concerned 
the Committee wants to sound out the 
members regarding their views on how the 
club should evolve. To that end, you will 
find enclosed a questionnaire that we 
hope you will complete and return by 1 
March along with your Annual Subscription 
and Fees form and cheque. We need your 
input to help plan for the future and will 
follow with a telephone call if we haven’t 
heard from you by then.  
Robin 
 
Membership Services 
Joe Gilling 01822 841473 
joegilling@aol.com 
 
Annual Subscriptions and Fees 
The information that you provide on the 
Membership Subscription form is vital to 
the running of the club. The information is 
kept on a database that helps the 
Committee to organise events and identify 
people who are able and willing to help 
out. It is particularly useful to know what 
boats members own, whether dinghies or 
cruisers, regardless of whether or not they 
are kept on club moorings or in the dinghy 
park. Please provide details of your 
interests either by checking off items as 
applicable or by adding a few words of 
clarification. 
 
The good news this year is that the fees 
remain unchanged. Now that we have a 
dinghy rack, we are even able to offer a 
discount for those who are able to make 
use of it. There are four spaces on each of 
the upper and mid levels that will be 

 



charged at 50% and 70% of the normal 
fees. Please give Clive Moody a call 
(01822 840878) if you would like to 
reserve one of these spaces. Please pay 
the full amount if you have not been 
assigned a rack space. 
 
Don’t forget  to sign your Subscription 
Form. Your signature is needed to abide 
by insurance and other legal requirements 
that increasingly affect us all. We will be 
obliged to return the form if not signed. 
 
Finally, I must urge you all to pay your 
fees by 31 March.  Remember you’re not 
a member until you have paid your dues! 
Because there is a waiting list for dinghy 
spaces as well as moorings we need to 
know as soon as possible what spaces will 
be freed up for people on the waiting lists. 
If there is any reason your payment might 
be delayed please call me or email. After 
May 1st  we will assume that you will not 
be renewing your membership and that 
you are giving up your dinghy space or 
mooring. If that happens you will need to 
pay a rejoining fee and go on the waiting 
list. 
 
Communications 
Email and the website are very useful 
means of reaching many club members 
especially if contact needs to be made 
quickly with many people. Unfortunately a 
lot of emails are undeliverable because of 
incorrect addresses or rejection of bulk 
mailings. If you are not receiving emails 
from me please send an email to 
joegilling@aol.com so that I can update 
the email list. Please indicate on your 
Annual Subscription form if your email 
address has changed and also please let 
me know of any future address changes.  
 
Also keep an eye on the post, as we will 
be sending out mailings in July 
(concerning the regatta) and in October 
(notice of AGM and newsletter). You will, 
of course, be receiving your membership 
card (after you pay your fees!), tidetables 
and a copy of the new Constitution, 
together with a booklet on the club’s 
Operational Policies and Responsibilities. 
 
I am very pleased to welcome Granville 
Starkie as Newsletter Editor . If you have 
material for the next newsletter, please be 
sure to pass it on to him at 
01822 841 331 or 
granville.starkie@care4free.net. 

Ernest King 
Sadly we must report the passing of 
Ernest King, a long-standing member of 
Weir Quay Sailing Club. Ernest suffered a 
massive and ultimately fatal stroke on 
January 25th in Torbay. Dick Brown recalls 
vividly sailing with Ernest and wrote to say: 
 “My abiding memory of him was when we 
both were crewing for James Santer on 
'Solange' and sailing on a broad reach 
with too much sail up on the way to 
Fowey. I huddled down in the cockpit with 
my life jacket on. Ernest was standing on 
the stern deck, no life jacket, holding the 
backstay as he wobbled around. Not a 
care in the world and seeming at one with 
the elements.” 
Our thanks go to Gareth Huxtable, Daryll 
Mitchell, and Tony Severs who 
represented the Club at Ernest’s funeral. 
Sylvia Santer, James’ widow, was also 
present. 
Joe 

 
TREASURER 
Steve Kirby 
01822 841 250 
kirbys@a.dii.mod.uk  
 
Draw winner 2005.  The winner of the £50 
draw for 2005 was Alan Richardson. The 
same draw will take place this year. To be 
entered into the draw, just get the cheque 
or cash covering your subscriptions and 
money owed to the club to Joe by March 
31st. One day late is too late! 
 
Several years ago, more established 
members may recall that Weir Quay 
Sailing Club ran a voluntary draw into 
which members elected to enter when 
returning their annual fees. Each year, half 
the money entered into the draw would 
form a single prize. For a number of 
reasons, this draw did not take place, 
however, the club was honour bound at 
some point to make the draw. I have much 
pleasure in informing you, that although 
the draw was completed a little later than 
originally planned, the winners of the four 
outstanding draws, who now have nice 
little starters for the new year were: Mick 
Johnson, Mr Heath, Gareth Huxtable and 
David Pillar. Many congratulations. 
 
Members will be happy to know that the 
increased income from the increased 
number of members within the club will 
allow fees to remain the same this year as 
they did last.  Steve                                              
 
 



CRUISING PROGRAMME 
Dudley Lean, Cruising Officer 
01822 841 756 
james.lean@tesco.net 
 
• Features  of the year: MOB exercise, 

Round Eddystone pursuit, end of 
season Yealm cruise – see 
programme for details of these and 
other events. 

 
RNLI Safety Checks - I have been in 
contact with the RNLI regarding Sea 
Checks. The response has been that they 
are willing to carry out these checks both 
ashore and on the water, the latter 
obviously weather dependant. For 
convenience I can only arrange for 
member’s vessels in the area of Weir 
Quay and South Hoo Farm to be 
considered. Those vessels which require 
examination should be presented ready to 
put to sea, e.g. for an overnight passage 
to Fowey or Morlaix. Cruiser skippers who 
anticipate being afloat by the early part of 
May and require this examination please 
advise me on 01822 841 756 by the 18th 
February so I can discuss final details with 
the RNLI and come back to you. 
 
Moorings 
I am looking at ways to reduce our waiting 
lists for moorings - when we have a 
proposal on the appropriate direction to 
take I will consult the membership.  
David Bishop is starting on the 
maintenance of the moorings in the very 
near future. Please contact him on 01822 
841228 and arrange a suitable date for 
your mooring.  
Dudley 
 
DINGHY PROGRAMME 
In the absence of a Dinghy Officer John 
Tomlinson (01822 832175, jrt@wmh-uk-
ltd.com) has pulled together a programme. 
 
The dinghy season gets under way on 
Sunday 9 April with the start of the Spring 
Series and an informal lunch at the club. It 
will be an opportunity for owners to air 
their views both about what they wish to 
get from the club and what they are 
prepared to contribute. Do give it some 
thought and come along and contribute to 
the discussion.   
 

Dinghy Park 
Clive Moody is now manager as Tony 
Jenks has gone of to sea again with the 
Navy. Clive’s telephone is 01822 840 878 
or email clive@clivemoody.plus.com 
 
The Waiting list is now at least 5 so there 
is increased need to maximise the use of 
the limited space that we have available. 
Our aim, of course, is to ensure that  
as many members as possible benefit 
from this club amenity. 
I will shortly be renewing those number 
plates that are missing thus making it 
easier for everyone to put their dinghies 
into the correct space. In addition,  
we will also send out a sticker with the 
name and dinghy berth allocation with the 
new membership cards and I strongly urge 
all members to ensure that these are 
visibly displayed, preferably on the 
transom. 
Members who have 'unofficial' dinghies in 
the park are requested to remove them 
immediately or they are likely to be 
removed to the inner dinghy park to make 
room for official berth holders.  
Clive 
 
FINAL NOTICE . The green canoe  
presently in the inner dinghy park has not 
been claimed for the last two years. This is 
the last and final  notification for the owner 
to make a claim on the canoe: otherwise 
the canoe will be sold to recoup the dinghy 
parking charges owed.  
 
FOR SALE - WQSC Mirror Dinghy  
Mirror dinghy complete with cover, 
launching trolley, spars and sails. Needs a 
little TLC to keep seaworthy but is now 
surplus to requirements. £50. Contact 
Steve Kirby for further details on 01822 
841 250.  
 
PPSA Regatta 2006 – preliminary notice 
As part of the regatta a day of racing is 
planned for inexperienced children of 15 
years and under, based on Mountbatten 
Sailing Centre. Boats will be provided. 
More information later in the year but 
anyone interested please contact PPSA 
Liaison Officer, Tony Newman on 01822 
841 012.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Sally Mulford on 
her wedding to Jan Newell-Price on 11 
February 2006 at Bere Alston. 
 
 


